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	1. Chapter 1

A/N: his was initially inspired by me having to read the play in English Class recently, but it was also inspired by this YouTube video that I love: watch?v=6VC8UXYz...This video helped me to discover who I would place where in the play. I just ADORE Benvolio, but I don't like Romeo too much, fore I see his love as more of an infatuation with Juliet that anything else... But I suppose that most romance starts with infatuation... Feel free to comment if you want me to write this, continue writing this, etc. with this or if you just really like it, don't like it, etc. ^w^ Thanks for reading!

**Chapter One-A Class Assignment**

The teacher, a young African-American woman with black, curly hair, black eyes, a plain green shirt, khaki pants, brown flats, and a pearl necklace, pearl earrings, and a pearl bracelet, spoke quite excitedly and bubbly regarding the new unit that she was teaching her class.

Contrary to general and popular belief, most of the class was paying attention to the lesson.

One of these students was April O'Neil.

April was actually looking forward to this unit, despite how she originally felt at the beginning of her English class, when her teacher said that they would be covering this topic.

"Hey, April!" Someone sitting beside her said to her.

April turned to her left and saw a familiar face.

"Casey! Shh! Pay attention!" April whispered back, placing her right hand over her mouth to seem as if she wasn't talking to those around her.

"April, Casey Jones doesn't _need_ to-" Casey said confidently, but was cut off by the woman standing at the front of the classroom.

The woman loudly cleared her throat and stared directly at Casey.

"So, Mr. Jones, can you tell the class what I have just gotten through explaining to you all?" She said sternly.

"Sure thing, Ms. Karstoce. You were talking to us about that boring play from, like, what, a thousand years ago?" He responded, chuckling to himself.

Most of the students weren't impressed with that response, but the few that were congratulated Casey and gave him high-fives.

Ms. Karstoce cleared her throat once more, bringing a fair-amount of eye pairs back to the front of the class.

"Mr. Jones, Shakespeare's Romeo And Juliet is _much_ more than that!" She began.

"It is a play about how hate can destroy everything, how impulsiveness can be dangerous, how fate interacts within the world, and how elegant the Elizabethan Era is regarding its literature, among other things." She continued in a tone of awe.

A student raised their hand, and she called upon them.

"I was just wondering, Ms. Karstoce, what exactly are we going to do for this project? I mean, some of my other friends, who attend other schools now, tell me that they've worked on an essay, ultimately, but I was looking more forward towards the possibility of-" The girl asked, but was cut off by her teacher.

"Oh, yes, yes! I was just getting to that! Thank you, Ms.-" the teacher praised, but was cut off by the girl.

"Oh, no problem, Ms. Karstoce!" The girl said quickly, ready to move onto their assignment.

The rest of the class slowly began to turn their attention back towards their teacher as she, a little shocked, started to explain their new unit to them.

"Uh, erm. So, class, we are going to ... perform the play of Romeo and Juliet! But first, we will choose play roles, read the play, answer questions, do worksheets, and watch scenes from various versions of the play. This will allow us to prepare for the play and understand it more, for when its time to perform it! Now, do we have any volunteers for any parts in this play?" She finished in a still quite happy, but more calmed down mood.

The class murmured amongst themselves, and a couple of hands began to raise themselves, followed by outbursts from various students.

Just as this began, a knock was heard at the classroom door.

Ms. Karstoce walked over, from her spot towards the center of the classroom, and gently opened the door.

"Ah, Ms. Oroku. What a pleasure for you to _finally_ arrive to my classroom, hmm? You're _pretty_ late, if you ask me. This has been the THIRD time this week!" Ms. Karstoce said a little smugly, waiting for a response from the girl as she walked into class.

"Yah, sure, whatever!" The girl responded as she rolled her eyes and took her seat towards the back of the classroom.

"Well, since class is almost over with, and also because you feel as if that you can waltz on in here whenever you may please, you'll be spending today in detention!" Ms. Karstoce said angrily.

Most kids began to snicker and laugh, making comments amongst themselves.

"Yah, well, good luck with that, considering the fact that I'm not going! You can't make me and my father doesn't care!" The girl said back, now with a smirk upon her face.

Most of the class erupted in laughter. Those that didn't felt a few hints of pity.

"Oh, so, if you fail this class, then he won't care about that either?" Ms. Karstoce said, a little too sweetly, in fact.

The class went silent.

That question made the girl's eyes widen, but only slightly.

Ms. Karstoce was the only person to notice it, too.

"Oh, so, he _would_, would he?" Ms. Karstoce asked as a grin began to appear on her face.

The girl didn't respond. She only gulped.

"Well, I know the _perfect_ task for you!" Ms. Karstoce said sweetly.

"Ms. O'Neil!" She asked, projecting her voice more towards whom she was speaking to.

"Oh, yes Ms. Karstoce?" April exclaimed nervously.

"Please tell Ms. Oroku what we are talking about! She shall play the lead female role within it!" Ms. Karstoce replied, earning a couple of glances and much murmur and laughter from the students.

"Yes, Ms. Karstoce!" April said seriously.

"Okay, good!" Ms. Karstoce said, now contempt.

As if on cue, the bell rang, as high-pitched and loud as ever.

"Okay, class, we will cover more information about this on Monday! Read Act One and answer your worksheet questions for it by then! You will turn in said worksheets as a test grade!" Ms. Karstoce said in a happier tone of voice.

The class hurried out of the classroom, some students complaining and groaning, while others were socializing about their weekend plans, despite their new edition of homework that they were going to do at the last minute.

Ms. Karstoce went back over to her desk.

"Oh, Ms. Oroku!" Ms. Karstoce called out.

The girl groaned, murmured some things to herself, and made her way over towards her teacher's desk.

"Here is your worksheet and your copy of the play. I am personally expecting you to know your way through the Act I of this play by Monday. Trust me, at the rate that _you're_ failing this class, you'll _need_ to!" Ms. Karstoce said firmly as she handed the copy of the entire play and a worksheet to her student.

The girl didn't say anything. She just turned took the papers, stuffed them in her bookbag, turned around, and headed out the classroom.

"Oh, by the way, Ms. Oroku..." Ms. Karstoce added, stopping the girl in her tracks.

"I AM going to be calling your father about this little quarrel that we just had. I just thought that I'd let you know, that's all." She finished, going through papers in her desk.

"Mmmhmm." was the girl's only response as she exited the classroom, carrying her bookbag on her back.

"Hey, Karai!" April called out to her.

She didn't answer back. She rushed right past April and the girl standing next to her.

"What's with _her_, April?" The girl beside her said, sighing to herself.

"I don't know, Irma. I'll catch up with you later!" April told Irma as she began to run after Karai.

"But April! We were suppossed to hang out together...this...weekend!" Irma called after her, sighing and walking away down the hallway when she saw that her efforts were fruitless.

"Hey Irma, do you know where April went? We were suppossed to walk together, but I didn't see her." Casey asked her, confused as he walked up to her.

"Oh, you just missed her. Sorry. She ran after this other girl... Her name's Karai, or something like that. Well, I've got to go. If you manage to see her later, tell April that she needs to call me." Irma explained briefly.

She speed-walked off before Casey could as her anymore questions.


	2. Chapter 2

Karai dashed out of the school and down the sidewalk.

"Hey, Karai!" April called after her once more, now sprinting after her.

Karai still didn't respond. Instead, she sped up her pace.

"Oh, come on Karai!" April said angrily, running up a bit faster than her and then stopping directly in front of her.

"Ugh! Fine! What do you want, Princess?" Karai groaned in annoyance.

"It's April!" April snapped at her.

"Whatever!" Karai said, rolling her eyes and folding her arms.

"Look, Karai, about English-" April began, but was cut off by Karai.

"Shut up, April! I _don't_ care, _nor_ do I want to hear _anything_ that you have to say about it!" She snapped back and started to run off, but was stopped by April grabbing her arm.

"Ah! Let _go_ of me, O'Neil!" Karai said fiercely as she tried to pull away from her.

"But Karai-Gah!" April cried out in pain as she was elbowed in the stomach.

Karai yanked her arm out of April's grasp, and stood straight up.

She then turned around, as April was trying to get herself together, and punched April in the face.

April fell down, painfully hitting the ground.

"Next time I tell you to let go, O'Neil, you _ought _to listen to me!" Karai told her angrily.

Karai then ran off, slipped into an alleywway, climbed the nearby fire escape, and ran across rooftops.

As April watched Karai disappear down the sidewalk, she began to get to her feet, groaning and mubling in and about the newfound pain that she had experienced.

"Well, so much for delivering a message!" April commented, noticing that Karai had left her bookbag.

April stared at Karai's bookbag, wondering what to do.

'I might as well take this... It's not like she's coming back for this anyway!' She thought as she grabbed the bookbag, fummbled with it a little, but eventually began to be able to carry it and did so until she got to where she always planned to go after school.


	3. Chapter 3

The Lair was filled with multiple noises.

From the meows of Ice-Cream Kitty to the yells and screams of Raph and Mikey.

"Hey, have you guys seen April lately?" Donnie asked his brothers as he sat down beside them.

"Sorry, Donnie, but I haven't." Leo responded.

"Nope." Raph replied.

"Me neither!" Mikey added.

Donnie stood up.

"Well, aren't ANY of you the _least_ bit worried?" He asked them nervously.

"Dude, it's okay! It's _April_! She's gonna be alright!" Mikey reassured his brother, standing up and placing his hands on his brother's shoulders.

"Yah, Donnie! I'm sure that April's just-" Leo began to say, but was cut off by a voice from someone who just entered The Lair.

"April?" Donnie exclaimed happily.

When he saw who it was, he said unhappily "Oh, it's just _you_." to them.

"Casey? Why are you here so early?" Raph asked him confusedly.

"The hockey team got let out early today. I came by to see if you all had seen April, and also just to drop by." Casey explained.

"Where _is_ she? She should've been here between fifteen minutes and forty-five minutes ago!" Donnie cried out in bewilderment.

"Just calm down, Donnie! Don't worry! I told you, April's-" Mikey said calmly, but was cut off by someone running into the Lair.

"April!" Everyone except her exclaimed.

"Hey, guys. Gah!" April said tiredly as Casey and Donnie ran up to her and hugged her tightly.

"Let me go you two! I'm hurt!" April yelped out in pain, letting go of Karai's book bag.

Casey and Donnie instantly let go of April and apologized to her.

She forgave them the moments that they did so.

"April, let's get you patched up in My Lab. Can you walk? What's wrong? What happened? What hurts? Are you alright" Donnie rapidly inquired of April, to which she just sighed and let him continue on asking his questions.

"You're tiring her out, man! Just let her sit down and breathe for a bit!" Raph said irritatingly.

Splinter, having heard a loud collection of noises from the other room, had came to investigate the matter.

"What is going on in here?" He asked loudly, getting the attention of everyone in the room.

He immediately noticed April's bruise on her cheek and asked her what had happened.

"It was Karai." April said angrily.

At this piece of news, eyes were either still onto April, or they floated onto Leo and eventually went back to April.

Leo put his head down, his eyes now staring at the floor.

"Well, what else happened, Red?" Casey asked, partially anxious and partially dreading the information to come.

April just sighed and continued.

"I was supposed to deliver her a message about her part in the school play. We're in English class together." April explained, to which she received a couple nods of understanding and kept going.

"She was late to class, like with ten minutes left to class, so she ended up having to be in the play. She got the lead female role in it and our teacher, Ms. Karstoce, asked me if I could tell her who she was playing, and I said that I would." April explained once more.

She looked around and noticed Casey laughing a little to himself.

"And what's so funny about that, Casey?" She inquired, annoyed.

"Oh, it was just at how Karai got the part!" Casey laughed a little more to himself.

Leo raised his eyebrows at this, looking in both Casey and April's direction as to a clue of how this occurred, but he got no answer as April continued explaining.

"Anyways, I tried to get Karai's attention as I saw her leave Ms. Karstoce's classroom, but she didn't seem to hear me." April sighed, shrugging her shoulders.

"I doubt that it was _that_!" Leo murmured to himself.

"Wait, what was that, Leo?" April asked him, catching what he had said, even though everyone else didn't hear too much of it.

"Oh, it was nothing, April." Leo smirked.

After noticing the stares that he was getting from everyone, including his sensei, he got a little apprehensive, but cleared his throat and said "I-It was just that if you called out to Karai, and she was relatively close to you, that she would generally hear you. She was probably just ignoring you.".

"Oh, really, Mr. Know-It-All? Then how did I get this bruise and why is my stomach sore?" April snapped at him.

Mikey stepped in-between the two.

"Calm down, guys! Leo, just let April tell us what happened! Come on!" He said, pleading with the two.

There was a short pause, but Leo uttered "Fine!" and walked a couple steps away from April.

"Continue, April." Splinter said calmly.

"Thanks you, Sensei." April smiled as she continued her explanation.

"So, as I was saying, since Karai didn't seem to hear me, I ran off after her out of the school. As we were walking on the sidewalk, I tried to tell her what she needed to know, but she got mad at me and she still wasn't talking to me! I stepped in front of her to try and get her attention and then she told me that she didn't want to hear anything I had to say. I told her to wait and I grabbed her arm, but then she elbowed me in the stomach and punched me in the face, causing me to fall down and get hurt some more. She told me to listen to _her_ when _she_ told _me_ what to do and she ran off. I saw that she left her bookbag and deided to bring it with me." She finished, sighing heavily.

"Why'd you do that, April?" Donnie asked her curiously, walking up closer to her to take a better look at her bruise.

"Do what, Donnie?" She responded back, not sure what he was reffering to.

"Why'd you take her bookbag with you? I mean, she DID just hurt you and all! If she really cared for it, she'd have either not left it or she would've probably came back to get it!" He explained to ger, placing an arm on her shoulder.

"I...Honestly, Donnie, I have _no_ idea. I just couldn't leave it there for some reason." She said candorly.

"Red, are you alright?" Casey asked her, concerned.

"Yes, Casey. Aside from my sore stomach and bruised cheek, I'm fine!" She reassured him.

"I'm glad you're okay, April." Leo siad quietly, still upset but not enough to be hurtful at a time like this.

"Thanks, Leo." April smiled at him.

"C'mon April, let's go treat your bruise." Donnie said as he motioned for her to follow him.

"Hey, I wanna come!" Mikey piped up energetically.

"Sure thing, Mikey. You guys can come along too!" April said, smiling to herself as the group made their way towards Donnie's Lab.

"Leonardo, I need to speak with you for a moment." Splinter said sternly as he watched the group leave the room.

"Hai, Sensei." Leo mumbled as he began to follow Splinter into another room.


	4. Chapter 4

As Karai ran across the rooftops, she began to feel a sense of relief.

She got out her anger and was quite contempt...that is, until she reached her destination.

She remembered what Ms. Karstoce had told her, and got a little nervous about it.

But she pushed away the nervousness and entered her father's throne room.

She walked forwards a couple of feet and then promptly kneeled before him.

"Hello, father." Karai said calmly, trying to eliminate any sight of her worrying.

"Karai, your teacher has contacted me in regards to your behavior at school." Shredder said quite calmly.

"Oh. Well, what did she tell you?" Karai asked, bringing her eyes up to meet his with confidence.

"She told me that you were going to fail her class unless you did extremely well on this next unit." He replied, maintaining the calmness within his voice.

"Where is your book bag, Karai?" He added.

Her eyes widened when she realized that she didn't have it.

"I left it at school." She said quickly.

"Karai!" Shredder yelled out angrily.

Out of fear, she kneeled down lower to the ground.

"I refuse to tolerate this disobedience! You must complete every single thing that you get from your teacher! Do you understand?" Shredder demanded as he walked up to her.

The blades of his claws shot out immediately.

"Yes, father." Karai said seriously.

"Now, go to your room and work on your assignments! If you've finished enough, I'll consider letting you out on patrol." He said as walked back over to his throne.

By the time he sat back down, Karai was nowhere to be seen.


	5. Chapter 5

As the others went to Donnie's Lab, Leo and his sensei made their way to The Dojo.

Once there, they both went to the center of the room.

Splinter turned around to face his son.

"Leonardo, what was the meaning of this outburst of yours?" He asked, concerned.

Leo sighed and responded with the following phrase while folding his arms.

"Nothing Sensei... I mean, it's just that Karai... I mean, I know that she's our enemy and all, but I don't really think that the fight between her and April is really her fault!"

"Hmm... Are you sure Leonardo?" Splinter countered, to which Leo became confused.

"What do you mean, Sensei?" He asked.

"Leonardo, are you sure that that's why you are defending her? Are you sure that it's because you think that she's not responsible?" Splinter said, now possessing a small smile.

"Well, yes! Duh! Of course! What other reason would there be?" Leo said loudly, pacing around the room a bit.

Splinter looked at him, raising an eyebrow.

Suddenly, Leo knew what his sensei was talking about.

A blush appeared upon Leo's face.

Splinter chuckled to himself, noticing that his son had understood what he meant. Before Leonardo could object to this, however, Splinter stopped him from doing so and placed a hand on his shoulder.

"Leonardo, I know that you have feelings for her. I can tell. But you cannot let your emotions get in the way of what's wrong and what's right. You have to be able to distinguish these things!" Splinter explained to him.

"Hai, Sensei." Leonardo replied.

"Now, let us go see the others." Splinter smiled.

Leo simply nodded and followed his sensei to Donnie's Lab.


	6. Chapter 6

"Ouch!" April exclaimed in pain as she felt the sting of the warm water and soap touch her cheek.

"Don't worry April! It'll be over before you know it!" Donnie reassured her as he applied more antiseptic spray.

"Yah, sure! You say that _now_!" April replied through gritted teeth.

"Relax, April! You'll be _fine_! Right Raph?" Mikey chimed in, giving April a thumbs up as he looked towards him.

"Yah. Mikey's right...for once." He agreed, smirking at the last bit of his sentence.

"Hey!" Mikey said in objection.

"What? It's true!" Raph said confidently.

"Guys, I _really_ appreciate the fact that you're trying to help and all, but-" April started, but was cut off by the two who entered Donnie's Lab.

"Hey, guys. " Leo greeted them all, to which they all exchanged greetings of their own back.

"So, uh, what'd we miss?" He said after a couple of seconds, feeling a little awkward.

"Oh, not much Leo. I'm about to finish up cleaning April's wounds. I just need to apply some antiseptic spray, ointment, a bandage or two, and then check to see if anything else is wrong. I already gave April some pain medicine, so it should be kicking it right about now." Donnie explained as he walked around his lab, got more supplies, and sat back down beside April.

"Oh. Well, that's good." Leo smiled.

He moved more to the side and Splinter walked forward some.

"April, how do you feel?" Splinter asked her.

"Oh, I'm fine Sensei. I actually feel a bit better now." April replied, sighing a little.

"That's great Red!" Casey exclaimed happily, earning him a thumbs up from April.

"Do you think that you'll be able to go with us on patrol tonight?" Mikey asked her curiously.

"I'm afraid not, Michelangelo. April needs to stay here and rest." Splinter said before April could oppose such a notion.

A look of disappointment fell onto April's face.

"But Sensei, I can do this! I can go along with the guys! Come on! Give me a chance!" April said determinedly.

"April, I understand that you feel as if you are ready to go out on patrol, but you _need_ your rest." Splinter insisted.

"Sensei's right April. Besides, it'll be alright. I could stay with you here and keep you company if you'd like!" Donnie agreed happily.

April sighed and replied "Alright Sensei. Oh, and that's fine, Donnie. Could you go bring me my bookbag? I've got some homework to do." with a small smile appearing onto her face.

"Sure thing, April!" Donnie said as he walked out of his lab quickly.

"Well, we gotta get ready for patrol. We'll see you later April." Leo said as he and the others began to file out the door.

They said their various goodbyes, left out of Donnie's Lab, and prepared to head out.

After a couple of minutes, they were ready to depart and did so promptly.

Once they left, Splinter noticed something.

He went over to his son's lab.

"Donatello? April?" He asked them both, seeing them get packets of paper and worksheets out.

"Oh, yes Sensei?" April replied.

Donnie said something similar to that, to which Splinter decided to continue with his inquiry.

"Do you know where Karai's bookbag is?" He asked.

"Um, no Sensei, I don't. April, didn't you leave it where you came in here at?" Donnie said as he organized the various papers he found in April's bookbag.

"Uh, yah, Donnie, I'm pretty sure that I did. Why do you ask, Sensei?" April asked him.

After a short pause, he replied "Oh, nothing April. What play are you working on in class?".

"It's Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet! I've been actually waiting for this unit for a while now, but Karai already got the lead role in it." April answered, sounding a little upset.

"Hey, it's okay April! Why don't you play The Nurse's part? I can be Friar Laurence. Oh, don't worry! I've already read this play before, so I know what happens. But I won't give away ANY spoilers!" Donnie said optimistically in an effort to cheer her up.

"Alright Donnie. ... Let's get to work!" April sighed at first but then got more confident.

Feeling satisfied with the information that he'd gathered, Splinter told the two that he'd be back to check on them in a little while. He also reassured April that she'd do fine, to which she smiled greatly at.

He left the room with a smile on his face, fore he knew _exactly_ what had happened to the missing item.


End file.
